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Oral Assessment Listening Compr. Written Paper Total 

    

 

 
  

 

Section A – LANGUAGE                                15 MARKS 

                                                                                                                       

A.  Fill in with the correct preposition. The first one (0) has been done for you.  5 marks (    )  

                                          

Researchers have found that four (0) in 10 people rely (1) ______________ the digital clock of 

their mobile phone or computer instead (2) ______________their wrist watch. (3) ______________ 

2015 the number of people who use a device such as a mobile phone to tell the time has risen        

(4) ______________ten per cent. This trend will continue in line (5) ______________ the increase 

in the number of mobile phones. However, according (6) ______________ Professional Jeweller 

magazine, watch sales remain steady in the UK. The market is split (7) ______________             

cheap trendy timepieces and expensive brands. Also, using a watch in an office setting                   

(8) ______________ working is seen as looking more professional. So what type of person are 

you? Do you look (9) ______________ your wrist watch to check what time it is? Or is your 

mobile always on the table, just a click away and you are always checking it (10) ______________ 

the day? 

 
 

B.  Fill in with a negative prefix.                                                                           5 marks (    ) 

 

Thomas is a very (0) impatient man. He is always complaining about his son’s handwriting which is 

(1) ___legible. He is (2) ___happy about the situation but thinks that it is (3) ___possible for Alex, 

his son to change. Alex gives in (4) ___regular homework and very often it is (5) ___complete. 

Although Thomas (6) ___approves of this, there is not much he can do as Alex (7) ___behaves 

every time he is (8) ___able to finish his work. He pretends to (9) ___understand his father’s words 

and does everything to be (10) ___available when his father is around. 

 

Track 1 
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C.  Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in brackets. The first one (0) has been 

done for you.                                                                                                            5 marks (    )      

After spending eight hours (0) wandering (wander) around the roof of the Houses of Parliament, a 

man (1) ____________________ (arrest). He (2) ____________________ (walk) up and down. 

Video footage of the man (3) ____________________ (appear) online yesterday. Police 

negotiators, fire brigade and London ambulance services (4) ____________________ (rush) to the 

scene at 9.15pm last night. One eye-witness told the reporters that tourists                                       

(5) ____________________ (stop) to look. He (6) ____________________ (not have) any flags or 

banners.  At this stage it is too early (7) ____________________ (say) the reason why the man      

(8) ____________________ (trespass). Yesterday more than 5,000 protesters                                         

(9) ____________________ (gather) outside Parliament for a demonstration on climate change. 

Comedian Russell Brand and fashion designer Vivienne Westwood (10) ____________________ 

(be) among the campaigners. 

 

Section B – READING COMPREHENSION                                               20 MARKS 

Read the comprehension text which is on a separate sheet and then answer the questions. 

1. The passage is about couch-surfing                                                                            1 mark 

(a) in Paris. 

(b) in Malta. 

(c) in general. 

 

2. Match the topic to the paragraph. Fill in with A, B, C, D, E or F.                            3 marks 

  

Topic Paragraph 

Couch-surfing and safety  

Step-by-step of couch-surfing  

Couch-surfing as a new type of holiday  

 

3. Give TWO advantages of couch-surfing.                                                                      2 marks 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. What else can people interested in couch-surfing do thanks to the website?               2 marks 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

5. Mention THREE things people look for when choosing a country for their couch-surfing?   

                                                                                                                                      3 marks                                                                                                              

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

6. Mark () the statements TRUE or FALSE.                                                               5 marks

                                                          

  TRUE FALSE 

a. Couch-surfing is not only about free accommodation.   

b. Couch-surfing has been a bad experience for Anthony Micallef.   

c. If you want to become a couch-surfer, you have to choose a country 

first. 

  

d. Only couch-surfers from Malta met at Anthony’s house.   

e.  Anthony prefers staying in a hotel to couch-surfing.   

 

 

7.  Underline the correct answer.   

a. Couch surfing was started  to help                                                                         1 mark 

(i) poor people earn money. 

(ii) people connect and make friends. 

(iii) make good use of the couch. 

 

b.   

(i) You have to be at least 26 years old to become a couch-surfer.                   1 mark 

(ii) You have to be over 30 years old to become a couch-surfer. 

(iii) There is no age limit to become a couch-surfer. 

 

 

8. Would you be interested in couch-surfing? Why or why not?                                      2 marks 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Section C – LITERATURE – Answer all the sections.                               20 MARKS 

 

UNPREPARED TEXT – POETRY                                                                                    10 marks                

What makes a man a hero? 

I've often thought this through. 

It's someone who is macho? 

It's someone who is true? 

 

No, that is not a hero. 

He's just a simple man. 

Always there when things go wrong 

and who does the best he can. 

 

He lends a strong shoulder 

To ease the flow of tears 

He holds high the lantern 

To drive away your fears. 

 

His smile was just enough 

To give encouragement. 

His frown more than adequate 

To make one soon relent. 

 

When some had need of guidance 

His ears he'd freely lend 

Advice came in abundance 

You chose, not him could you offend. 

 

He had no need of medals 

Or glory this is true. 

That's why, dear Grandpa 

Our hero has to be you.                                                 by Rabindranath Tagore 

Underline the correct answer in questions 1 - 3. 

1. The poem is written from the point of view of a                                                      1 mark 

(a)  grandfather. 

(b)  grandchild. 

(c)  father.  

 

2. The poet shows                                                                                                       1 mark 

(a)  jealousy. 

(b)  admiration. 

(c)  fear.      
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3a.  “He holds high the lantern to drive away your fears” is an example of                   1 mark 

(i)  metaphor. 

(ii)  simile. 

(iii) personification.  

b. In this line grandfather is described as someone who offers                                    1 mark 

(i)  a lantern when night comes. 

(ii)  you a lift when you don’t have one. 

(iii) advice in times of trouble. 

4.  What is the rhyming pattern of the fifth stanza?                                                      1 mark 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Fill in. The poem is made up of six ________________ of four lines each, which are 

called ______________________.  Many sentences flow from one line to another. 

These are called ____________________________.                                            2 marks 

 

6. Give a suitable title to the poem.                                                                              1 mark 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What do you think of the poem? Give a reason for your answer.                          2 marks 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

UNPREPARED TEXT – PROSE                                                                                       10 marks 

Read this adapted extract taken from The Sanctuary by Raymond Khoury and answer all the 

questions. 

Naples – November 1749 

The scrape was hardly there, but it still woke him up. It wasn’t really loud enough to wake anyone 

from a deep sleep, but then, he hadn’t slept well for years. 

It sounded like metal, brushing against stone. 
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Could be nothing. A household noise. One of the servants getting a head start on the day. 

Maybe. 

On the other hand, it could be something totally different. Like a sword. Accidentally scraping 

along a wall. 

Someone’s here. 

He sat up, listening intently. Everything was deathly quiet for a moment. Then he heard something 

else. 

Footsteps. 

Stealing up cold limestone stairs. 

At the edge of his consciousness, but definitely there. 

And getting closer. 

He bolted out of the bed and over to the windows that led to a small balcony. He pulled the curtain 

to one side, swung the door open quietly and slipped out into the biting night air. Winter was 

closing in quickly now, and his bare feet froze on the icy stone floor. He leaned over the balustrade 

and looked down. The courtyard of his palazzo was in darkness. He looked for a reflection, a 

movement, but he couldn’t see any sign of life. No horses, no carts, no soldiers and no servants. 

 

1. The passage is written in the                                              1 mark 

(a)  first person 

(b)  second person 

(c)  third person 

 

2. There are several short sentences. These create an atmosphere of                           1 mark 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Underline the correct answer.                                                                                   1 mark 

a. “Stealing up cold limestone stairs” is an example of  

(i)  alliteration. 

(ii)  personification. 

(iii)  metaphor. 

 

b.  Why does the writer make this comparison?                                                  1 mark 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Complete the sentence. 

 The use of italics in “Someone’s here” makes it seem                                           2 marks 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

while the use of italics at the beginning of the passage “Naples – November 1749” helps 

the reader             

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. a. “the biting night air” is an example of __________________________       1 mark 

 b.  Explain why the writer describes the night air in this way.                            1 mark 

  

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

  

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Why does the writer make use of the word “no” so many times in “No horses, no carts, 

no soldiers and no servants.”?                                                                                  1 mark                                                                                                

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Find two words from the text that show the reader that the narrator was rich.        1 mark 

 

a. _________________________________   b. __________________________________ 

 

SECTION D – COMPOSITION                                                                  25 MARKS  

Write a composition of 150 - 200 words on ONE of the following titles. 

1. Write a dialogue between two teenagers who are talking about the kind of summer job they 

would like to do after leaving Year 11 and why they would choose that job. 

2. Write a story which starts “She looked out of the aeroplane window…” 

3. Write an email to your friend in which you tell him/her about the new gym you have just 

joined and encourage him/her to join too.  Start your email like this: 

 

To:  

From:  

Subject:  
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__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________
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